
CITY OF SNOHOMISH 
Founded 1859, Incorporated 1890 

 
116 UNION AVENUE  SNOHOMISH, WASHINGTON  98290   TEL (360) 568-3115  FAX (360) 568-1375 

 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING 

 

Joint Workshop with the 

 

SNOHOMISH CITY COUNCIL 

and 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

in the 

George Gilbertson Boardroom 

1601 Avenue D 

 

 

TUESDAY 

January 17, 2017 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

WORKSHOP AGENDA 

 

 

6:00 1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

 2. DISCUSSION ITEM - REVIEW and DISCUSS the 2016 Annual Report and 

2017 Work Program (P.1)  

  

6:55 3. ADJOURN 
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Date:  January 17, 2017 

 

To:  City Council 

 

From:  Glen Pickus, AICP, Planning Director 

   

Subject: 2016 Planning Commission Annual Report to the City Council 

Proposed 2017 Planning Commission Work Program  

 

 

SUMMARY: The Planning Commission approved a 2016 Annual Report to the City Council 

and a proposed 2017 Work Program at its January 4, 2017 meeting.  At this joint workshop, the 

City Council and Planning Commission will discuss the two documents. 

 

BACKGROUND:  One of the City Council’s 2017 goals is to, “Establish an ongoing invitation 

to community organizations and City boards and commissions to review their annual goals with 

the City Council to enhance collaboration and coordination.”  This joint workshop meeting with 

the Planning Commission supports that goal. 

 

Snohomish Municipal Code 2.16.060 requires the Planning Commission provide an annual 

report to the City Council on its previous year’s activities.  The Planning Commission approved 

the attached report to comply with the code’s requirements. 

 

Chapter 2.16 Snohomish Municipal Code (SMC) created and empowered the Planning 

Commission.  The role of the Commission is to serve in an advisory capacity to the Snohomish 

City Council on land use, regional and comprehensive plan issues. While not explicitly stated in 

SMC 2.16 that the Council should approve the Planning Commission’s work program, to do so 

will ensure the Planning Commission’s efforts are in line with the City Council’s needs and 

expectations.  

 

ANALYSIS:  It appears the intent of the annual report required by SMC 2.16.060 is merely to 

be a tool to provide information to the City Council.  The code does not provide specific 

guidance as to what information the annual report should contain other than requiring the 

Planning Commission to state “on its activities”.  For the 2016 Annual Report, the Planning 

Commission chose to highlight its activities that required a vote. 

 

A work program is for guidance and planning purposes only.  In the work program, the 

Commission and staff are projecting which projects the Planning Commission will be engaged 

with in 2017 and how long it is expected for each project to be processed.  The work program 

does not bind the Planning Commission.  If a listed project ends up taking longer than expected, 

other listed projects will be affected.  Those affected projects could be delayed to later in the year 

or postponed to 2018.  Similarly, if new unlisted projects come along that demand the 

Commission’s attention they will be added to the work program.  The work program should be 

viewed as a living document that through the year will adjusted and modified. 
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Based on its experience and expertise, staff projected which land use, regional and 

comprehensive plan projects will require the City’s attention in 2017.  Those projections were 

then used to draft an initial 2017 Planning Commission Work Program.  At its January 4, 2017 

meeting, the Planning Commission discussed the draft work program, reviewing the listed 

projects and their timing.  They considered whether any projects should be removed or added to 

the program. 

 

BUDGETARY IMPACTS: None 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN REFERENCE: Not applicable 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council DISCUSS both the 2016 Planning 

Commission Annual Report to the City Council and the proposed 2017 Planning 

Commission Work Program.  Since the Annual Report is merely provided to the Council 

for its information, no changes should be offered.  However, the 2017 Work Program is a 

guiding document so the discussion should include whether to add or delete projects listed 

on the Work Program. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

A. 2016 Planning Commission Annual Report to the City Council 

B. Proposed 2017 Planning Commission Work Program 

REFERENCE DOCUMENT: SMC 2.16.060 

http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Snohomish/#!/2.16.html#2.16.060 

 

 

 

  

http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Snohomish/%23!/2.16.html%232.16.060
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ATTACHMENT A 
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ATTACHMENT B 

 

 

 

 


